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Telegraaj, which was trying to force Holland into the war. " We are
a tiny country crushed between two giants," he said.
The Official Socialists in Germany do not represent their party.
In his opinion, Liebnecht had a very large following indeed, not only
of civilians, but of soldiers serving in the army. He said that the
food riots were much more serious than was generally supposed.
May 27. Donald Gullick, whom I sent to Switzerland for the Indian
conspiracy case,* has been to the Daily Mail with an unfounded state-
ment that I induced him to go to Germany against his will and that
I am putting pressure on him to go a second time by promising that,
if he goes, the woman Brandt will be released. The Daily Mail very
properly reported the matter to me, but we decided to do nothing
unless somebody rushes into print about it.
May 29. I had an interview with an interesting international female
spy of English extraction. She had been employed by us but was
considered of doubtful honesty, and then she was taken on by the
Russians, who sent her into Austria. The first time she went, she
brought out valuable information, but on her second journey she
brought nothing. The French distrust her and searched her to the
skin and found that she had gone into Austria on a borrowed American
passport, impersonating its owner. I let her talk and found that she
had all the jargon of the pro-German, admiration for their organisa-
tion, and so on, and she said that they had abundance of food, that
the people just took their meat tickets and formed little queues outside
the shops, all laughing and happy and exchanging the gossip of the
day. She did not like it much when I told her that evidently she had
not seen below the surface and that her view was entirely contradicted
by letters we had intercepted.
May 30. At dinner to-day I met a Russian officer, who told me that
in the early part of the war the German peasants informed against
escaped Russian prisoners, but now they did all they could to help
them and would even conceal them from soldiers and police, perhaps
with the idea that there would be one mouth less to feed in Germany.
The lowest weekly number of Russian fugitives coming to England
is eight, but often it is over twenty. The Russians are far more success-
ful in escaping than any of the other nationalities.
* See Sept. 3, Oct. i, 23 and Dec. 26, 1915, and Jan. 7 and May 18, 1916.